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ordain that talaak divorces must be registered. The
bigoted and narrow-minded portion of our community
think and act as if man was made for the continuance of
the Shara?; but if the Shara7 has been ordained for our
welfare it must be modified according to the exigencies
of the time in order to conduce to our welfare.

If the Mogal Government had continued,, the Sharay
would have been modified on many points by Imperial
edicts and by judicial fatwas. Our only hope of im-
proving our Shara7 now lies in the formation of a con-
stitutional body capable of understanding the tendencies
of the time and delivering to the legislature authorita-
tive constructions on disputed points of law.

As regards the association of two or three Moham-
mad ans with the Inspector-General I am against the
proposal for two reasons. Appointments if left to be
made under a sense of divided or weakened responsi-
bility are sure to end in a system of favoritism and
jobbery : they should be left in the hands of the
District Registrar and the Inspector-General,

The second reason is more sectarian. I am opposed
to the association of a Mohammadan, because it is
likely hereafter to prevent the appointment of a Mo-
hammadan as Inspector-General of Registration should
a Mohammadan be found fit for the office.

The committee that sat in Calcutta under the presi-
dency of Mr. Cotton during 1880-1881 proposed the
appointment of a Chief Kaazi ; but I think Marriage
Kaazis should be subordinate through District Regis-